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Pre-Settlement
Wolves Throughout State

1817–1960
Government Bounties 
And State Trapper System

1935
Wolves Eradicated From LP

1956
UP Population Down To ~100 
Wolves

1973
An Estimated 6 Wolves In UP

History



1965
Wolves Afforded Legal 
Protection In MI

Management Shift

1974
Listed Under the Federal 
ESA 

1976
Listed as a MI 
Endangered Species
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Population Growth Projection
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Wolf Population Survey Summary
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Recent Federal Actions 
April 1, 2003. Wolves Federally Down 
Listed To Threatened

July 21, 2004. USFWS proposes delisting of 
wolves in the Eastern Distinct Population 
Segment 

Eastern Distinct Population Segment 

January 31, 2005. Federal District court 
abolished 2003 reclassification (back to 
Endangered)

January 29, 2007. Wolf delisting will be 
announced by Dale Hall, Director of 
USFWS, and Lynn Scarlett, Undersecretary 
of Interior.

September 29, 2008. Civil Action No. 07-
0677 (PLF) Humane Society V. Kempthome:  
Wolves moved back to an endangered Species.



Recent Federal Actions 

January 21, 2009. Delisting has been put on 
hold until further review by the new Obama 
administration.

January 14, 2009. Delisting announcement; 
delisting of wolves will be read into Federal 
record on January 27th and the delisting will 
take effect roughly 30 days later.

March 6, 2009. Secretary of the Interior Ken 
Salazar today affirmed the decision by the 
USFWS to remove gray wolves from the list 
of threatened and endangered species in the 
western Great Lakes and the Northern Rocky 
Mountains 

July 2, 2009. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service has reached a settlement agreement 
with plaintiffs. Wolf back on the Endangered 
Species List



Recent Federal Actions

2011. The USFWS is attempting to have a new 
delisting proposed rule out in April

When the new delisting rule is proposed, there 
will be a public comment period, during which 
comments in support of or against the delisting 
rule can be submitted to the USFWS.
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